
CITY OF LAREDO
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

M-2012-R-01
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040

JANUARY 3, 2012
5:30 P.M.

I. CALL TO ORDER

With a quorum present Mayor Salinas called the meeting to order.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Salinas led in the pledge of allegiance.

III. ROLL CALL

In attendance:

Raul G. Salinas, Mayor
Mike Garza, Council Member, District I
Esteban Rangel, Council Member, District II
Juan Narvaez, Council Member, District IV
Johnny Rendon, Council Member, District V
Charlie San Miguel, Council Member, District VI
Jorge A. Vera, Council Member, District VII
Cynthia Liendo Espinoza, Mayor Pro Tempore, District VIII
Gustavo Guevara, Jr. City Secretary
Carlos Villarreal, City Manager
Cynthia Collazo, Deputy City Manager
Horacio De Leon, Assistant City Manager
Jesus Olivares, Assistant City Manager
Raul Casso, City Attorney

Motion to excuse Cm. Perez, Cm. Garza and Cm. Narvaez.

Moved: Cm. Rangel
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 5 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Narvaez joined the meeting at 5:36 pm.

Cm. Garza arrived at 5:42 pm.
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IV. MINUTES

Approval of the minutes of December 19, 2011.

Motion to approve the minutes of December 19, 2011.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Rangel
For: 5 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

V. COMMUNICATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS

Communiqués

a. Presentation by Jose A. Palacios, Jr., President of the Washington’s Birthday
Celebration Association (WBCA), regarding the upcoming WBCA events and the
newly released “By George Magazine”, with presentation of the 2012 WBCA poster
to the Mayor and City Council.

Jose Palacios Jr. mentioned that during the next two months, they would generate
anywhere from $14-$16 million dollars for the local economy. He said that there
would be twenty-seven events over the next thirty-three days. He presented the 2012
WBCA posted to the Mayor and City Council.

b. Invitation by Melissa Cigarroa, President of the Society of Martha Washington
(SMW), inviting the Mayor and City Council to the upcoming SMW events.

Ms. Castillon extended an invitation to the Mayor and Council and their spouses to
attend their Annual Colonial Pageant on Friday, February 17th. She explained that
they had seventeen debutantes and escorts who would be presented on stage.

Citizen comments

None.

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo’s FY2012
budget by appropriating additional revenues and expenditures in the amount of
$300,000.00 for the Laredo Energy Arena (LEA) Operating Fund in order to reflect
the correct funding available. These funds have already been appropriated in the
Sports and Community Venue Fund as an expense and will have no additional
impact. Total appropriation for LEA operations will remain at $1,459,089.00.

Motion to open the public hearing.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0
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There was no public input.

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Vera
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

2. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo’s FY 2011-
2012 Budget - Full Time Equivalent Positions (FTE) by reclassifying Pedro
Sarmiento’s One (1) Police Lieutenant position to the position of One (1) Police
Captain, thereby creating a Captain’s position for Pedro Sarmiento and eliminating
Pedro Sarmiento’s Lieutenant position in reference to Cause No. 2010CVF001869-
D1, Pedro Sarmiento v. City of Laredo (currently pending in the Fourth Court of
Appeals San Antonio, Texas).

Motion to open the public hearing.

Moved: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
Second: Cm. Vera
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Rangel said that he wished to amend the ordinance to promote Mr. Sarmiento
to Captain but also fill his position by having a sergeant promoted to lieutenant and
eliminating the sergeant position.

Luis Dovalina, President of the Laredo Police Officers Association, reported that he
was in agreement with Cm. Rangel’s amendment.

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce as amended to eliminate a
sergeant position and promote the sergeant to the vacated lieutenant position.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Rangel
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

3. Public Hearing and introductory ordinance authorizing the issuance, sale and
delivery of an amount not to exceed $8,750,000.00 in aggregate principal amount
of "City of Laredo, Texas Combination Tax And Revenue Certificates Of
Obligation, Series 2012" for paying all or a portion of the city's contractual
obligations incurred for the purpose of

(1) Constructing, improving and repairing city streets and sidewalks, together with
drainage, traffic and street signalization and lighting improvements;
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(2) Acquisition of municipal equipment and municipal vehicles for various city
departments, to wit: city administration, health and welfare department, engineering
department, parks and recreation department, public safety department, and public
works departments;

(3) Acquiring, designing, constructing, improving and equipping municipal
buildings, to wit: city parks and recreation buildings and facilities, public libraries,
and fire administration building, including land acquisition and right-of-way,
construction and design, and major repair and renovations to existing municipal
buildings consisting primarily of electrical, plumbing and roofing;

(4) Partial reimbursement of cost of acquiring, purchasing and equipping of the
former Paul Young Car Dealership Building and related land located at 4256 Dorel
Drive for use by the City as a City Hall Annex;

(5) Constructing and acquiring storm water drainage and flood control
improvements, including related infrastructure and the acquisition of land and
interests in land related to said improvements; and

(6) Acquiring, constructing and improving municipal parks, including constructing
related drainage improvements; and

(7) for the payment of legal, fiscal, and engineering fees in connection with such
projects; securing the payment thereof by authorizing the levy of an annual ad
valorem tax; approving and authorizing the execution of all instruments and
procedures related thereto including a paying agent/registrar agreement and a
purchase contract; approving the form of an official statement; authorizing
amendment to the City’s budget to appropriate such proceeds for purposes
authorized herein; and declaring an effective date.

Motion to open the public hearing.

Moved: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

There was no public input.

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Narvaez
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

VII. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES
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4. Amending Ordinance No. 82-O-123 approved on May 04, 1982, which established
procedures for aircraft parking, disposal of wrecked aircraft, and disposal of
abandoned or derelict aircraft at Laredo International Airport, Laredo, Texas;
providing for impoundment of aircraft for nonpayment of fees; providing for notice
to owner of impoundment; providing for lien on aircraft for nonpayment of fees,
limiting the maximum time a derelict aircraft remains on airport property and
providing for effective date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

5. Authorizing the City Manager to approve lease agreement between the City of
Laredo, as Lessor, and Laredo Aero Center, Inc., as Lessee for approximately 5,048
square feet constituting a portion of Building 104 (north section of the former
Passenger Terminal) and an additional 3,000 square feet outdoor area staging area
located at 4805 Maher Avenue, Laredo, Webb County, Texas. The monthly rental
amount of $6,105.00 commencing on October 1, 2011 and ending on March 31,
2012; providing for an effective date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

6. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease assignment from Jose Mario
Flores, Sole Proprietor, as Lessee, of that lease agreement approved by Ordinance
No. 99-O-200 and as amended by Ordinance No. 2000-O-126 and Resolution No.
2002-R-028 for approximately 8,184 square feet constituting Building 2075 located
at 1720 Hillside Road at the Laredo International Airport to Iglesia Casa de
Alabanza, as assignee effective January 1, 2012. The current monthly rental is
$2,590.80 and annually adjusted by changes in CPI, and further adjusted by Fair
Market Value appraisal on the 10th and 20th anniversaries, providing for effective
date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

VIII. FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES

Motion to waive the final readings of Ordinances 2012-O-001, 2012-O-002, 2012-O-
003, 2012-O-004, 2012-O-005, 2012-O-006, and 2012-O-007.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

7. 2012-O-001 Authorizing the ratification of the City Manager to accept and
appropriate the City of Laredo Special Police FY2011-2012 budget
for $193,000.00 supplemental funds under 2008 Operation Stone
Garden. Funding will be available on a reimbursement basis through
the Webb County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO). This funding will be
used for the purchase of five (5) fully equipped vehicles.
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Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-001.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-002 Amending the Laredo Code of Ordinances, Chapter 19, motor
vehicles and traffic, Article XIII, transportation of hazardous
materials, Section 19-605, mandated permissible routes for local
delivery; and Section 19-606, permissible NRHM Roadway Route for
through traffic; providing for publication and effective date.

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-002.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-003 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by
rezoning Lots 11 and 12, Block 481, Eastern Division, located at 302
and 304 Eistetter Street, from R-3 (Mixed Residential District) to B-1
(Limited Commercial District); providing for publication and
effective date.

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-003.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-004 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by
authorizing a Conditional Use Permit for catering services on Lot 3,
Block 445, Eastern Division, located at 307 W. Bustamante Avenue;
providing for effective date and publication.

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-004.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-005 Amending Ordinance No. 2009-O-007 authorizing the issuance of a
Conditional Use Permit for two mobile homes on Lots 1 through 7,
Block 1, Del Mar Hills Subdivision, Section 1, Area “B”, located at
10 E. Del Mar Boulevard, by extending the expiration date for an
additional three (3) years; providing for publication and effective
date.
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Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-005.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-006 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by
rezoning the south 1/3 of Lot 8 and the south 1/3 of the west 1/3 of
Lot 7, Block 1606, Eastern Division, located at 2919 South Louisiana
Avenue, from R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to B-1
(Limited Commercial District); providing for publication and
effective date.

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-006.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2012-O-007 Amending Ordinance 2007-O-097 by amending Chapter 2,
Administration, Article II, Departments, Officers and Employees,
Division I, Generally, Section 2-29, Reimbursements, of the Code of
Ordinances, defining necessary expenses which may be reimbursed to
the Mayor and City Council pursuant to Section 2.02 of the City
Charter by eliminating the food allowance line item ($500.00/mo.) for
each councilman, and reallocating those funds for each councilman as
follows: adding $250.00/mo. for mileage reimbursement; $250.00
increase for home office reimbursement ($750.00 total upon
qualification); and, increasing cell phone reimbursement by
$25.00/mo. (AS AMENDED)

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-O-007.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

IX. RESOLUTIONS

8. 2012-R-001 Authorizing the City Manager to enter into and execute forty five (45)
cooperative working agreements/mutual assistance
agreements/memorandums of understanding between the City of
Laredo Police Department and various federal, state and local
agencies, including but not limited to: Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA), Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI),
SCAN, STCADA, et. al., a comprehensive list is attached hereto as
“Exhibit A”. The Police Department’s participation is part of the
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community service provided to our citizens, with no cost to the City
of Laredo.

Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-001.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

9. 2012-R-002 Authorizing the City Manager to accept and enter into a contract with
the Texas Department of State Health Services in the amount of
$393,717.00 for the continuation of the City of Laredo Health
Department-HIV Prevention Project for the term period beginning
January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012.

Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-002.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

10. 2012-R-003 Accepting the conveyance of the following utility easements and
temporary construction easements, for the 36 inch water main IH 35,
mile marker 11 to International and Bob Bullock Loop Project, from:

Killam Ranch Properties, Ltd., & Killam Development, Ltd.—four
(4) utility easements with corresponding temporary construction
easements as follows:

One over a 0.2236 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 1; and
One over a 0.7934 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 2; and
One over a 5.1376 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 3; and
One over a 0.3510 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 4; and

directing that the said four (4) easements (and temporary construction
easements) be filed of record in official property records of Webb
County, Texas.

Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-003.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0
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11. 2012-R-004 Accepting the conveyance of the following utility easements and
temporary construction easements, for the 36 inch water main IH 35,
mile marker 11 to International and Bob Bullock Loop Project, from:

San Isidro Northeast, Ltd.—four (4) utility easements with
corresponding temporary construction easements as follows:

One over a 0.5045 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 1; and
One over a 0.1943 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 2; and
One over a 0.3293 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 3; and
One over a 0.7120 acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached
as Exhibit 4; and

directing that the said four (4) easements (and temporary construction
easements) be filed of record in official property records of Webb
County, Texas.

Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-004.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

X. MOTIONS

12. Consideration to adopt the federal legislative agenda.

Mayor Pro Tempore Liendo Espinoza asked if they might address the issue of
foreign military crossing the border. She was afraid that if something happened,
people living nearby the bridges in her district would be the first ones to be in
danger.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal replied that the proper thing to do would be to put it
on the agenda for the State department’s review and take something official so that
they would send a diplomatic note to the Relaciones Exteriores.

Motion to approve as amended.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

13. Amending a contract extension, not exceed $34,800.00, to Texas Energy
Engineering Services, Inc., (TEESI) and authorizing the City Manager to execute
said engineering services contract. Contract will provide for assessment and
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engineering for the retrofitting/upgrade of the Health Department’s HVAC Airside
System Upgrades. This project will also focus on increasing the energy efficiency
of the airside of the HVAC system. The initial contract was for $75,000.00, with
amendment will be for a total of $109,800.00. Funding is available through the
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG).

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

14. Award of construction contract to the lowest bidder Red Cliff, Inc., El Paso, Texas
in the base bid amount of $2,426,243.50 for the Canal Street Drainage
Improvements Phase II with a construction contract time of one hundred eighty
(180) working days; and authorizing the City Manager to execute all related
contract documents contingent upon receipt and approval of insurance and bond
documents. Funding is available in the HMGP (Hazard Mitigation Grant Program)
from the Texas Governor’s Division of Emergency Management (DEM).

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

15. Consideration to renew contract FY11-008 awarded to the low bidder J.R.
Landscaping, Laredo, Texas, in the total amount of $63,600.00 for providing
mowing and maintenance of the Zacate Creek area. The term of the contract for
one (1) additional twelve (12) month period. The contract includes the collection
of trash, debris, rubbish, and other floatable material along the creek from Meadow
and Canal Street to the mouth of the River. Funding is available in the
Environmental Services Department.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

16. Consideration to exercise the renewal option for annual contract FY09-098 to
Enterprise Rent A Car, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $75,000.00 to
provide rental vehicles for the Laredo Police Department Auto Theft Division.
Approximately fifteen (15) to twenty five (25) vehicles are secured for use by the
various task forces working with the Police Department. The term of this contract
is for a twelve (12) month period and is contingent upon continued funding in
future fiscal years. Funding is currently available in the Auto Theft Fund.
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Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Cm. Rendon
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

17. Consideration to award contract FY12-017 to the following bidders meeting
specifications:

a.Philpott Motors, Nederland, Texas, in the amount of $84,271.74 for the purchase
of five (5) vehicles, and;

b. Caldwell Ford, Caldwell, Texas, in the amount of $115,628.00 for the purchase
of three (3) vehicles.

Funding is available from Police Trust Fund proceeds.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

18. Consideration to authorize the purchase of protective structural fire fighting suits
and related equipment for the Fire Department from Dooley Tackaberry, Deer Park,
Texas, through the Buy Board Cooperative Purchasing Program’s contract pricing
in the total amount of $122,629.00. The equipment includes bunker coats, bunker
pants, gloves, hoods, helmets, suspenders, and rubber boots. Funding is available
from Fire Department’s operating budget.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

19. Consideration to award contract number FY12-021 to the low bidder meeting
specifications GCR Tire Centers, Austin, Texas, in the estimated annual amount of
$62,939.64. This contract is for the purchase of tractor and heavy equipment tires
for the City’s fleet. All tires are purchased on an as needed basis. Funding is
available in the Fleet Fund.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0
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20. Consideration to renew contract FY11-024 for the purchase of original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) parts/service for the City’s street sweepers and case
equipment to the following bidders:

1. Industrial Disposal Supply, San Antonio, Texas, in the estimated amount of
$60,000.00;

2. Nueces Power Equipment, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of
$50,000.00.

All parts and services will be secured on an as needed basis. Funding is available
in the Fleet Maintenance budget.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

21. Consideration to renew contract FY11-017 awarded to the low bidder, III PG
Enterprises, Inc., Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $460,000.00 for the
purchase and hauling of approximately 100,000 tons of earthen soils to cover the
landfill cells on a weekly basis in accordance to TCEQ requirements. Funding is
available in the Solid Waste Department Fund.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Rendon
Second: Cm. Garza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

22. Consideration for approval of change order no. 1, an increase of $218,475.75 and to
add twenty-four (24) calendar days to the construction contract with Reim
Construction, Inc., Mission, Texas, for the Laredo International Airport
Reconstruction of General Aviation Apron Phase 6 and Realignment of Taxiway F
to increase quantity of apron pavement to be re-constructed due to additional
budget availability from FAA Grants. Current construction contract amount with
this change order is $4,626,861.69. Competition date for the project is scheduled
for July 2012. Funding is available in the FAA Grants No. 57, 61 and 68.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

23. Consideration for approval of the Laredo International Airport Runway 17R-35L
Extension Project as complete and approval of change order no. 4, a decrease of
$49,730.92 for the balance of quantities actually constructed in place, release of
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retainage and approval of final payment in the amount of $540,578.51 to Price
Construction, Ltd., Big Spring, Texas. Final construction contract amount is
$9,030,136.75. Funding is available in the Airport Construction Fund.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

24. Consideration to authorize a contract with Kraftsman Playground and Park
Equipment, Spring, Texas, through the Buyboard Cooperative Purchasing
Agreement Program’s contract pricing, in the total amount of $233,270.40 for the
purchase and installation of a splash park at Ladrillera Park. Funding is available
from the Ladrillera Park Improvements Fund.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

25. Consideration for approval of the CDBG Sidewalks Project No. 40 (23 Blocks)—
District V as complete and approval of change order no. 1, a decrease of $9,960.10
for the balance of quantities actually constructed in place, release of retainage and
approval of final payment in the amount of $16,607.42 to ALC Construction, Inc.,
Laredo, Texas. Final construction contract amount is $151,325.90. Funding is
available in the Community Development Block Grant—35th Action Year/2009
Grant.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

26. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with Castle Engineering &
Testing, L.L.C., Laredo Texas, in the amount of $30,850.00 for construction
material testing services for the 12-inch Diameter Off-Site Sanitary Sewer Line
located at Vidal Cantu Boulevard to future Sombreretillo Waste Water Treatment
Plant. Funding is available in the 2009 Sewer Bond.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0
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27. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with CMT-Tec, L.L.C. of
Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $49,300.00 for construction material testing
services for the 12-inch Diameter Waterline located at El Pico Water Treatment
Plant to Mines Road. Funding is available in the 2011 Bond Series.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

28. Authorizing the City Manager to award an Architectural Contract to Metaform
Studio Architects of Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $105,600.00 for architectural
services for design of a new administration building at the Jefferson Water
Treatment Plant. The building will be approximately 8,050 sq. ft. will include
student exhibit areas, observation deck, training/conference rooms and
administrative offices. Funding is available in the Water Fund—2011 Bond Series.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

29. Authorizing the City Manager to award a contract with Carrillo & Associates, Inc.,
Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $78,775.00 for construction material testing
services for the Vidal Cantu Boulevard from El Pico Water Treatment Plant to
Mines Road. Funding is available in the Waterworks Fund—2011 Bond Series.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

30. Authorizing the City Manager to award a contract with Terracon Consultants, Inc.,
of Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $266,520.00 for construction material testing
services for the 60-inch Diameter Finish Waterline located at El Pico Water
Treatment Plant to Mines Road. Funding is available in the Waterworks Fund—
2011 Bond Series.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0
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31. Consideration for approval of amendment no. 1 to Crane Engineering Corporation
for the amount of $34,764.00 for the additional engineering services for the 24”
Water Transmission Main from TAMIU Tank to Doctor’s Hospital. The revised
contract amount is $248,722.00. Funding is available in the 2008 Utility Bond.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

32. Authorizing the City Manager to award a contract with Howland Engineering and
Surveying Co., Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $619,435.00 for construction
material testing services for the El Pico Water Treatment Plant. Funding is
available in the Waterworks Fund— 2011 Bond Series.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Garza
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

XI. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

33. A. Request by Mayor Raul G. Salinas

1. Presentation regarding the Eagle Ford Shale job fair, with possible action.

Mayor Salinas said that the reason that he brought this was because he wanted
to push forward as hard as they could. He wanted to use all resources possible
so that Laredo would be on the map and to put people back to work.

The Committee promoting this job fair presented a status update as follows:

Eagle Ford Shale Job and Vendor Fair
Status Update
Jan. 3, 2012
Scheduled for Jan. 13, 2012 at the LEA from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 Purpose: connect employers with job seekers and match service providers

with buyers in the Eagle Ford Shale play This concept is working out well,
as a result of our outreach and exhibitor feedback, an outdoor static display
area will be set up outside the LEA for large equipment pieces to be parked
for exhibition purposes.

 56 registered / participating companies Registration forms will still be
accepted through the end of this week; we expect all of the booths to fill the
entire floor of the LEA; additionally several of the meeting rooms and open
spaces in the LEA will be used as interview rooms, a resource room will be
set up in the club level for employers and exhibitors. We will be prepared to
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handle several thousand job seekers at the event with the ability for them to
fill out applications on site and several employers are expected to interview
and possibly hire on-site.

 Represents approx. 68 booth spaces
 Partners in the project include:

 City of Laredo
 Laredo Development Foundation
 Laredo Chamber of Commerce
 America’s Natural Gas Alliance (ANGA)
 Eagle Ford Consortium
 Congressman Henry Cuellar
 State Representative Richard Raymond
 Texas Workforce Commission
 Workforce Solutions of South Texas
 Laredo Community College
 Texas A&M International University

Additional notes:
 400 plus invitations were sent both reg. mail and electronically with
follow up phone calls
 Marketing efforts include: 12 billboards approx. 300 mile radius in south
and central Texas; direct mail post cards to unemployed listing; posters for
local distribution; local & regional advertising with radio outlets; email blasts
were sent by all participating entities listed above
 TX Workforce Commissioners Pauken is confirmed to attend the event
next week; Commissioner Alcantar is also tentatively accepted to attend as
well.

2. Discussion with possible action to create a resolution regarding the continued
blockage of intersections by Kansas City Southern. (Co-sponsored by Mayor
Pro-Tempore Cynthia Liendo Espinoza)

Mayor Salinas said he received many complaints about this on a daily basis.
He felt that there was disregard for the citizens of Laredo because Kansas City
Southern’s trains were blocking intersections for as much as forty minutes.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal stated that they had tried on the maintenance
side already. He said perhaps they could get a manager down here and indicate
to them what problems were being caused. He added that they could try to set
up a meeting with one of the higher-ups.

Mayor Pro Tempore Liendo Espinoza said that she had found a statute in the
Texas Transportation Code that states that a railway company commits an
offense if a train of the railway company obstructs for more than ten minutes a
street, railroad crossing or public highway. She asked for the City Attorney to
look into this misdemeanor punishable by a fine.

B. Request by Council Member Esteban Rangel
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1. Presentation by David Vasquez “Kash Kasanova” on the First Annual Beer
Fest, with possible action.

David Vasquez gave a presentation.

Border Beer Fest 2012
February 4th, 2012, L.I.F.E. Downs Pavilion
Objective:
 To market Laredo, Texas as a destination for Beer Connoisseurs in South

Texas
 To create a positive change in restaurants and nightclubs and quality of

beverages sold to consumers
 To give back to the community (non-profits)
 South Texas Academic Rising Scholars (S.T.A.R.S.) to receive portion of

proceeds for 2012’s Inaugural event
What is a Beer Festival?
 Beer Festivals are organized events that make available beer beverages for

“tastings” and purchase. These festivals focus on craft beers and not only on
national brand beverages. These include breweries and micro breweries.

Beer Festivals:
1. Create public awareness to the different types of craft beer styles
2. Value added benefits to businesses associated with festivals, that include

further revenue of taxes, via overnight stay in hotels and increase sales in
restaurants and other establishments

3. Increase visibility of local community through promotions
What is Border Beer Fest?
 Border Beer Fest, a beer sampling festival, will be Laredo’s first beer

connoisseur’s celebration event.
 Beer enthusiasts from Laredo and outlying cities, in and out of State of

Texas, will be invited to sample 100 beers from around the world.
 Food Vendors (established restaurants only) will be on hand to provide

sample food tasting, as well as sell food items.
 Educational Workshops
 Live entertainment
 Attendance: Border Beer Fest hopes to draw 5,000 attendees, from Central

and South Texas
 Workshops: 3 Chef prepared dishes paired with beer, Beer 101, and Home

Brewing
 Benefits: Increase visibility to Laredo community, increase hotel revenue

from out-of-town guests, increase revenue from visitors to local shops and
food establishments

Marketing Border Beer Fest will take place in several ways that include
grassroots marketing. Traditional advertising that includes print, radio and TV.
Social Media will be instrumental in our marketing strategy.
To ensure safety of attendees, Organizers are implementing following
guidelines:
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1. NO one under 21 years of age will be allowed into event.
2. Picture ID required entering festival grounds. NO EXCEPTIONS.
3. Designated Driver Discount Ticket
4. Safe Rider program – currently working to obtain sponsor for safe

transportation
5. Law enforcement presence for traffic, safety, and crowd control
6. Working with Local Intervention Groups: Information on Drink

Responsibly, Don’t Drink and Drive, and Designated Driver, as well as
Alcohol abuse & prevention will be stressed

Key Partnerships
 Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau
 Laredo Hotel and Lodging Association
 Laredo & Zapata Chamber of Commerce
 Cervezeros Association of San Antonio
 Beer Advocate.com

o Request for Sponsorship / In-Kind Donation
o Monetary Sponsorship / Donation from Council
o EMS
o City of Laredo – Solid Waste Department (40 trash cans for day

of event)
o City of Laredo – Removal of Bleacher(s) from L.I.F.E. Downs

Pavilion
o City of Laredo - Law enforcement presence (10 uniformed LPD

officers) for crowd control
o Keep Laredo Beautiful – Implementation of Recycling Program
o Barricades for outside perimeter of event for crowd control

This presentation can be viewed at the City Secretary’s Office, 1110 Houston
St., Laredo, TX 78040.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal said that they would talk to them. He added
that he did have a problem with Laredo police officers being outside their
jurisdiction, as this location was. He suggested contacting Webb County
regarding security and fire protection.

Motion to instruct the City Manager to look into arrangements for the First
Annual Beer Fest.

Moved: Cm. Rangel
Second: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

C. Request by Council Member Juan Narvaez

1. Discussion with possible action to consider funding for the Latin American
International Sports Hall of Fame.
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Pitin Guajardo from the Latin American International Sports Hall of Fame
explained that from 1975-2006, the future inductees would ask where Laredo
was located. He went on to say that since 2006, future inductees would ask if
Laredo were a safe place. Therefore, he asked that the city would help them to
promote Laredo as a safe city.

Jose Garcia, member of the Latin American International Sports Hall of Fame,
said that they would be inducting a group of golfers on Saturday, January 28th.

Cynthia Haynes Ramirez thanked the city for giving $11,000 last year. She
added that they were there to request the same amount for this year.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal said that $11,250 had already been budgeted.

Cm. Garza suggested that they make it a permanent contract like with the
Animal Shelter and the Laredo Development Foundation so that they would not
have to come back each year and request a sum.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal responded that it was permanent because it was
part of the budget.

Cm. Garza replied that since it was already part of the budget, there was no
action to be taken.

D. Request by Mayor Pro-Tempore Cynthia Liendo Espinoza

1. Discussion with possible action to consider co-sponsoring SCAN’s Annual
Play Day. This event will be open to the entire community free of charge.

Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza said that she brought this item up because
SCAN was promoting drug-free living and creating a great family atmosphere
for everyone. She added that the event would be held at the Civic Center and
she hoped that Council would be co-sponsors.

Silvia Vega with SCAN stated that this was their tenth annual event and was
free for the community.

Motion to co-sponsor the SCAN Annual Play Day.

Moved: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
Second: Cm. Rangel
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

2. Status report on Los Dos Laredos Park, with possible action.

Parks and Leisure Services Director Osbaldo Guzman reported that they were
waiting to hear back from IBWC. Once they would receive their approval, they
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could start working on the park equipment. He concluded that they already had
the majority of the equipment in storage.

3. Discussion with possible action on the appraisal and possible sale of the Laredo
Civic Center property.

Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza said that they had received the appraisal in
the Friday packet. She said that she would like to instruct the City Manager to
meet with L.I.S.D. but wanted to know if this had to be offered to the entire
community first.

City Manager Carlos Villarreal said that one of the things they needed to look
at was that in the original plat between San Bernardo, Santa Maria, Garden and
Park, it indicated “Park.” His concern was if it were a park and whether or not
it would entail them holding an election. He added that they could embark on
negotiations with the school district now, however.

Motion to allow the City Manager to initiate negotiations with L.I.S.D. for the
sale of the Laredo Civic Center Property.

Moved: Mayor Pro Tem Liendo Espinoza
Second: Cm. San Miguel
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn.

Moved: Cm. Narvaez
Second: Cm. Vera
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

I, Gustavo Guevara, Jr., City Secretary, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is
a true and correct copy of the minutes contained in pages 01 to 20 and they are true,
complete, and correct proceedings of the City Council meeting held on January 3rd,
2012.

______________________________
Gustavo Guevara, Jr.
City Secretary




















